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Highlights

Professor Marcel Tanner steps down as High
Representative of the EDCTP Association


https://www.edctp.org
https://www.edctp.org/news/professor-marcel-tanner-steps-down-as-high-representative-of-the-edctp-association/
https://vimeo.com/1093385965/29346dcdc0
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=9538f3d0-09b8-4ead-b63a-f029054fd0b4

Professor Marcel Tanner has concluded his nearly decade-long tenure as the High
Representative of the EDCTP Association, marking the end of an extraordinary chapter in
the organisation’s history. His tenure has been characterised by visionary insights, tireless
advocacy, and a steadfast commitment to advancing global health equity through
collaborative partnerships.

Read more »

Recent events

EthiXPERT Webinar series 2025: BEYOND SUPERVISION:
Promoting Responsible Mentorship for Early Career
Researchers

The EthiXPERT Webinar series 2025, titled “BEYOND SUPERVISION: Promoting Responsible
Mentorship for Early Career Researchers,” took place on 21 August 2025. The webinar
featured a dialogue among thought leaders, scholars, practitioners, and early-career
researchers. The discussion focused on the importance of ethical, inclusive, and responsible
mentorship in shaping future research leadership in Africa and beyond. Participants shared
lived experiences and insights aimed at enhancing research integrity, nurturing leadership,
and empowering the next generation of researchers.

One of the panellists, Ms Michelle Nderu, Project Officer at the EDCTP Association,
highlighted the institutional role in shaping effective mentorship. She noted that
mentorship is not only about advancing research projects but also about developing
ethical, independent leaders. For this to happen, institutions must equip mentors with
training, recognition, and structural support that foster trust, long-term collaboration, and
professional growth. Ultimately, responsible mentorship thrives best when institutions
create ecosystems that value guidance, independence, and integrity as much as academic
output.

Read more »



https://www.edctp.org/news/professor-marcel-tanner-steps-down-as-high-representative-of-the-edctp-association/
https://www.ethixpert.org.za/

EDCTP2 project news

MIMVacC-Africa: clinical trial for promising malaria vaccine
launches in Burkina Faso

A phase I/1la clinical trial to evaluate the full-length MSP1 malaria vaccine candidate was
launched in Burkina Faso. The trial is part of the MIMVaC-Africa project and aims to assess
the safety and immunogenicity of the full-length MSP1/GLA-SE, a promising new malaria
vaccine candidate targeting both liver and blood stages. This trial will be conducted among
healthy infants and children in Burkina Faso. Should the trial yield positive results, the
findings will pave the way for further development of the vaccine, positioning it as a crucial
addition to the arsenal of interventions aimed at malaria prevention.

Read more »


https://www.euvaccine.eu/post/evi-begins-clinical-trial-for-promising-malaria-vaccine-in-burkina-faso

BabyGel: Determining the reproductive health priorities of
women in rural Uganda

In a letter to The Lancet Obstetrics, Gynaecology, & Women's Health, the BabyGel team
shares their key findings on the reproductive health priorities of women in rural Uganda.
The letter highlights how the James Lind Alliance (JLA) methodology has been adapted for
a rural community in Uganda, stressing the importance of engaging local community
members in the research process. It also emphasises the need to tailor health priorities to
the specific context of the community.

Read more »

StatinTB Consortium Final Project Meeting

On 21 August 2025, the StatinTB Consortium convened virtually for its Final Project
Meeting, where principal investigators presented their progress and future plans for the
innovative clinical trial aimed at repurposing statins for tuberculosis treatment in South


https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanogw/article/PIIS3050-5038(25)00022-6/abstract

Africa. The meeting featured insights from key participants, including Dr Debora Bade,
Project Officer at the EDCTP Association, and highlighted some of the project’s
achievements to date.

Read more »

EDCTP Fellows

Shé's tovlinto beauty i

Madeleine Eunice’s story: inspiring women in health
research

In the field of health research, women have often faced significant challenges in their
pursuit of scientific careers. Dr Madeleine Eunice Betouke Ongwe from Gabon, a recent
PhD graduate in immunometabolism from the Leiden University in the Netherlands, shares
her inspiring journey and the crucial role of the WISE Fellowship programme in her career
development.

Read more »



https://www.edctp.org/project/statintb-consortium-final-project-meeting/
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From fellowship to frontline: Uganda’s First MSc in
infectious disease epidemiology

On 14 August 2025, a major milestone in Uganda'’s public health journey was celebrated
with the grand exit conference of the inaugural Master of Science in Infectious Disease
Field Epidemiology cohort at Busitema University. Under the theme “From fellowship to
frontline: showcasing the IDEA programme's role in strengthening Uganda'’s
epidemiological workforce,” this historic event brought together policymakers, academics,
development partners, district leaders, and alumni to recognise a transformative
programme in the field of epidemiology.

Read more »

Publications

EDCTP is a member of Europe PMC. This enables EDCTP-funded researchers to share their
publications via one central location. Sharing publications by EuropePMC also ensures
compliance with EDCTP grant requirements to make publications openly accessible as
soon as possible. Submit your manuscript through Europe PMC Plus.

e Parasites & Vectors: The Senegalese and Brazilian strains of Schistosoma mansoni
exhibit high compatibility with Biomphalaria pfeifferi and Biomphalaria glabrata. Sarr
M, et al. 31 July 2025

e Journal of public health research: Knowledge, Attitudes, and Practices of Primary
careqivers of Preschool children towards Schistosoma mansoni infection in Southern
Ethiopia: A community-based cross-sectional study. Tadele T, et al. 30 July 2025

e BMC Medical Research Methodology: Reporting and handling of missing data in
published studies of co-morbid hypertension and diabetes among people living with
HIV/AIDS: a systematic review. Ebasone PV, et al. 30 July 2025

e BMJ Open: Effectiveness and cost-effectiveness of community-based TB screening
algorithms using computer-aided detection (CAD) technology alone compared with
CAD combined with point-of-care C reactive protein testing in Lesotho and South
Africa: protocol for a paired screen-positive trial. Signorell A, et al. 28 July 2025

e Malaria Journal: Development and application of an LC-MS/MS method for
quantification of fosmidomycin in human and rat plasma. Pfaffendorf C, et al. 25
July 2025



https://www.edctp.org/project/from-fellowship-to-frontline-ugandas-first-msc-in-infectious-disease-epidemiology/
https://europepmc.org/
https://plus.europepmc.org/home
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https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/22799036251361622
https://bmcmedresmethodol.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12874-025-02630-1
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/15/7/e093989
https://malariajournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12936-025-05489-1

Communications Medicine: Soluble triggering receptor expressed on myeloid cells 1
(STREM-1) predicts mortality in patients with febrile illness in southern Mozambiqgue.
Balanza N, et al. 25 July 2025

PloS One: High acceptability of newborn screening for sickle cell disease among
post-natal mothers in Western Kenya. Orimbo J, et al. 24 July 2025

Communications Medicine: Iron homeostasis and cytokine responses in Gabonese
children with febrile illness. Mayr W, et al. 22 July 2025

ERJ Open Research: Implications of reference equations for interpretation of
spirometry in three African countries: a cross-sectional study. Banze D, et al. 21 July
2027

Advances in Medical Education and Practice: Capacity Building in Field Epidemiology
in Sub Saharan Africa: Findings from Infectious Disease Field Epidemiology and
Biostatistics in Africa (IDEA) Fellowship Program. Alunyo JP, 19 July 2025

Methods and protocols: Development and Evaluation of a Nanoparticle-Based
Immunoassay for Rotavirus Detection: A Suitable Alternative to ELISA and PCR in
Low-Income Setting. Japhet MO, 17 July 2025

The Lancet. Microbe: Blood RNA biomarkers and C-reactive protein for triage of
adult patients with tuberculosis lymphadenitis and pericarditis in South Africa: a
single-centre, prospective, observational, diagnostic accuracy study. Mann T 14 July
2025

Frontiers in Immunology: Exploring the P. falciparum antigens associated with
reduced risk of malaria in pregnancy. Mwai L, et al. 14 July 2025

Frontiers in Cellular and Infection Microbiology: Plasma protein biomarkers of
Plasmodium falciparum infection in pregnant women: a high-throughput
proteomics study. Kanoi BN, 8 July 2025

Frontiers in Immunology: R21/Matrix-M malaria vaccine drives diverse immune
responses in pre-exposed adults: insights from a phase IIb controlled human malaria
infection trial. Kibwana E, et al. 7 July 2025

BMC Pediatrics: Comparison between dual energy X-ray absorptiometry and
calcaneal quantitative ultrasound for determining bone mineral density in children
living with HIV in uganda: A cross- sectional study. Natukunda E, et al. 4 July 2025
BMC Public Health: "If your CD4 count lowers, that is when you are similar to a
person that is non-existent" A qualitative exploration of perceptions around
advanced HIV disease in South Africa. Pita TP, et al 3 July 2025

Journal of Xenobiotics: A Novel HPLC-MS/MS Method for the Intracellular
Quantification of the Active Triphosphate Metabolite of Remdesivir: GS-443902.
Palermiti A, et al. 3 July 2025

PloS One: Association of environmental enteropathy with prediabetes and diabetes:
A cross-sectional study among Tanzanian adults. PrayGod G, et al. 3 July 2025
Frontiers in Immunology: Immunomodulatory effects of atorvastatin on peripheral
blood mononuclear cells infected with Mycobacterium tuberculosis. Sabeel S, et al. 3
July 2025

BMC Health Services Research: "A child with severe pneumonia cannot feed, causing
malnutrition": exploring health worker and caregiver perspectives and practices for
mitigating malnutrition among children with severe pneumonia, a case of Uganda.
Nalwanga D, et al. 2 July 2025

Microbiology Resource Announcements: Genomic characterization of Citrobacter
freundii clinical isolates from Tanzania. Mboowa G, et al. 2 July 2025

BMC Infectious Diseases: Delayed culture conversion predicts poor outcomes for
isoniazid mono-resistant TB in Uganda: a retrospective cross-sectional study from
2017- 2022. Kabugo J, et al. 1 July 2025

BMC Infectious Diseases: Placental transfer of SARS-CoV-2 antibodies in mother-
neonate pairs: a prospective nested cohort study. Mugo AG, et al. 1 July 2025

The Journal of Antimicrobial Chemotherapy: Plasmodium falciparum isolates: ex vivo
drug response. Adika E, et al. 1 July 2025

Journal of Clinical Microbiology: Waste to worth: diagnostic accuracy of Xpert
MTB/XDR on contaminated liquid cultures to salvage the detection of drug-resistant
tuberculosis. Ghebrekristos Y, et al. 1 July 2025

International Journal of STD & AIDS: Incidence of and outcomes of pregnancy in
adolescents with perinatally-acquired HIV infection in Southern Africa. Dzavakwa
NV, et al. 27 June 2025

Microorganisms: Group B Streptococcus (GBS) Carriage in Pregnant Women:
Possible Emergence of Rare Serotypes and Antibiotic Resistance in Neonatal
Disease. Creti R, et al. 26 June 2025
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e Open Forum Infectious Diseases: HIV-1 Drug Resistance in Children and
Implications for Pediatric Treatment Strategies: A Systematic Review and Meta-
analysis. Fokam J, et al. 26 June 2025

e Frontiers in Immunology: Vaccine-induced responses to R21/Matrix-M - an analysis
of samples from a phase 1b age de-escalation, dose-escalation trial. Bundi C, et al.
26 June 2025

e [JID regions: Tuberculosis treatment outcomes and their related factors in patients
with tuberculosis treated at the Antituberculosis Center of Brazzaville, Republic of
Congo. Ngouama BB, et al. 25 June 2025

e PloS One: Feasibility and acceptability of GeneXpert MTB/XDR implementation
among healthcare workers in three low-middle income African countries. Keller S, et
al. 24 June 2025

e Plos Pathogens: Distinct neutralization sensitivity between adult and infant
transmitted/founder HIV-1 subtype C viruses to broadly neutralizing monoclonal
antibodies. Ndlovu B. et al. 23 June 2025

e Pathogens (Basel, Switzerland): Deploying Metagenomics to Characterize Microbial
Pathogens During Outbreak of Acute Febrile Illness Among Children in Tanzania.
Mziray SR, et al. 19 June 2025

e 1JID Regions: Profiles of viral pathogens from individuals with acute respiratory tract
infections in northern Tanzania. Mollel JS, et al. 13 June 2025

e Frontiers in Nutrition: Supplementation with ready-to-use therapeutic food has no
effect on adverse outcomes among undernourished children aged 6-59 months with
severe pneumonia. Nalwanga D, et al. 6 June 2025

e Bundesgesundheitsblatt, Gesundheitsforschung, Gesundheitsschutz: Tackling
schistosomiasis in fisherfolk communities in Uganda: Enablers and challenges for
implementing paediatric schistosomiasis mass drug administration from the
perspective of district health authorities. Reigl LS, et al. 6 June 2025

e Iscience: Inflammation and dyslipidaemia in combined diabetes and tuberculosis; a
cohort study. Brake J, et al. 27 May 2025

e The Lancet. Microbe: Performance of stool Xpert MTB/RIF Ultra for detection of
Mycobacterium tuberculosis among adults living with HIV: a multicentre,
prospective diagnostic study. Kasule GW, et al. 4 April 2025

e The British Journal of Nutrition: The association between 25-hydroxyvitamin D and
parathyroid hormone in adolescents living with HIV in southern Africa: a cross-
sectional study. Madanhire T, et al. 13 March 2025

e (linical Infectious Diseases : an Official Publication of the Infectious Diseases Society
of America: Comparison of Early Fungicidal Activity and Mortality Between Daily
Liposomal Amphotericin B and Daily Amphotericin B Deoxycholate for Cryptococcal
Meningitis. Kimuda S, et al. 1 February 2025

Resources

EDCTP | Knowledge Hub: Tools and guidance for conducting clinical research
EDCTP | Alumni Network

ERUDIT | Planning for Financial Sustainability manual

TRUST project | A Global Code of Conduct for Equitable Research Partnerships
PACTR | Open access clinical trial registry

PAVIA project | PV strengthening blue-print

PREPARED | Eree training materials on research ethics

Training and funding opportunities

ICGEB SMART Fellowship programme | Deadline for
applications: 30 September 2025
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https://www.mdpi.com/2076-0817/14/6/601
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2772707625001213?via%3Dihub
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https://academic.oup.com/cid/article/80/1/153/7701737?login=false
https://edctpknowledgehub.tghn.org/
https://edctpalumninetwork.org/
https://www.ethixpert.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Guide-for-RECs-on-Financial-Sustainability.pdf
https://www.globalcodeofconduct.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/The_TRUST_Code.pdf
https://pactr.samrc.ac.za/
https://media.tghn.org/medialibrary/2023/05/Pavia_Blueprint_FINAL.pdf
https://prepared-project.eu/free-training-materials/

The ICGEB SMART Fellowship programme promotes researcher mobility among ICGEB
Member States to enhance skill development, provide specialised hands-on training in
new technologies, and increase collaboration in science and technology. Applications close
on 30 September 2025.

Read more »

TBVI Awards 2026 | Deadline for applications: 13 October
2025

TBVI invites researchers to apply for its Awards 2026, which allows them to present their
work in a 15-minute session during the TBVI Annual Symposium. This event will take place
in Les Diablerets, Switzerland, from 27-28 January 2026. The symposium serves as a
platform for researchers, policymakers, and funders to exchange knowledge and develop
new initiatives. TBVI will arrange travel and hotel accommodations for the winners. The
application deadline is 13 October 2025.

Read more »

26th Advanced course of vaccinology | Deadline for
applications: 15 November 2025

Applications are now open for the Master of Health Research Ethics (MOHRE) training
ADVAC is a two-week training programme for decision-makers, including academia,
industry, governmental and non-governmental agencies. The course aims to facilitate
critical decision-making in vaccinology by providing participants with a comprehensive
overview of the various aspects of vaccinology. The next edition will take place from 11-26
May 2026 in Les Pensieres, France. Registrations are open until 15 November 2025.

Read more »

Mark your calendar

Digital Health Africa 2025 | 3-4 September 2025

The second Digital Health Africa Conference is set to be a dynamic hybrid event taking
place simultaneously in Pretoria, Kampala, and Berlin from 3-4 September 2025, with
virtual participation options available. The conference will focus on maternal and child
health, aiming to serve as an incubator for innovative ideas and to foster the development
of long-term, cross-disciplinary collaborations.

Read more »


https://www.icgeb.org/fellowships/smart-fellowships/
https://tbvi.eu/announcement-tbvi-awards-2026/
https://www.advac.org/apply-to-advac/before-registering
https://digitalhealthafrica.org/

Clinical Trial Preparedness Compendium of Assessments for
Clinical Research Centres | 10 September 2025

The Clinical Trials Community in Africa Network (CTCAN) is hosting a webinar to introduce
the Clinical Trial Preparedness Compendium for Clinical Research Centers (CRCs). Given
that Africa faces a significant disease burden yet conducts only a small fraction of global
clinical trials, this initiative aims to enhance CRCs' capabilities. The Compendium serves as
a practical tool to help CRCs identify system gaps, ensure compliance with guidelines, and
build readiness for trial participation. Participants will learn about self-assessment, key
topics in trial execution, and the importance of ethical conduct in clinical trials across
Africa.

Read more »

9th World Conference on Research Integrity | 3-6 May 2026

The 9th World Conference on Research Integrity will be held in Vancouver, Canada, from
3-6 May 2026. Open to all disciplines and career stages, the WCRI engages universities,
research institutes, funders, publishers, and governments in lively discussions. The
programme features a mix of research findings, reflections, and policy development.
Abstract submissions are invited on all areas of research integrity, with a focus on Artificial
Intelligence, Research Security, and Indigenous Knowledge Systems. The submission
deadline is 15 October 2025.

Read more »

18th World Congress of Bioethics (WCB) of the
International Association of Bioethics | 8-10 July 2026

The Steve Biko Centre for Bioethics will host the 18th World Congress of Bioethics (WCB)
from 8-10 July 2026 in Johannesburg, South Africa. This marks the first time the Congress
is held in Africa, supported by leaders from various African countries through the Congress
Africa Committee. The theme is “Comforting and Disturbing Bioethics,” and will include full
and short oral presentations, posters, workshops, and panel sessions.

Read more »
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